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the universe were present. Vasishtha, sages such as Sanaka and
many hermits assembled there. Every one saw the Goddess in the
charming chariot at the hermitage of Padmanabha. Celestial be-
ings showered flowers from heaven. Everyone was a amazed at the
sight* Residents of Patala also hastened  to the  scene to see
Lakshmi. Demons also were there. "Ah! If only Lakshmi would
be mine!^ fancied they!

Lakshmi got up putting on a smiling face. She apro"
ached Sree Hari and placed a lotus garland around his neck. She
pressed the Lo^d to her bosom. A part of her took seat in the
Lords^ bosom while every one present saw. Since then the lake
acquired the name Padma Sarovara. The Lord blessed it, and
eulogised it thus:-

^0 Lake, on Your banks I have performed penance and
got back Sri Lakshmi. Here after you will be known as Padma-
vapi, Padmam and Padmasaras You will have renown in the three
worlds.'You have taken lip my heart as your abode.^ So saying
he flew on his vehicle to Seshachala. All the sages praised the lake*
"Who ever bathes in this lake will be rid of the sins accrued dur
ing his previous seven births and obiain wealth like the lord of
Lakshmi,7' said Narada. Vasihtha declared that those having a
holy dip in this lake would bs redeemed of the sin they accumu-
lated in ten miilion previous births and  achieve propsperity.
"'Those who bathe in this lake will be rid of all their sias and
becoms prosperous^ announced Atri. Similar statements were made
by others present, "Kings who   are dethroned would regain
their kingdom by holy dip in the Sarovara*', said Angirasa*

"Brahmins-even though not learned, and even if they
do not chant, holy mantras get purified in a day by a dip in this
lake. Vysyas who spent their lives in cheating others become
Kshatyiyas by a clip in this sacred lalcc^ declared Pnla&tya.

^Sudras who spent their lives unrighteously blaming gods and

brahmins become Vysyas by bathing in this lake.^ affirmed
Kraiu. . All then returned to their respective abodes.